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An open and shut case of a 
lack of clarity and consistency
DARTMOOR Prison is to close. Dart-
moor Prison is to remain open. Or 
close. Or stay open.

There have been almost as many 
announcements and hints about the 
future of the moorland jail as there 
have been prisons ministers in 
recent years.

The latest position – it appears – is 
that Dartmoor will stay open.

Lucy Frazer, the latest person in 
the job, appeared to give Dartmoor a 
reprieve earlier this week when she 
told a committee of MPs, “If the 
numbers... stay the same we need to 
be prepared to house people who 
come to prison and that will mean 
we need to keep our Victorian pris-
ons in operation.”

The numbers being those of 
inmates, which have been rising and 
are forecast to continue to do so due 
to sentencing changes for violent 
criminals and sex offenders who will, 
basically, have to spend longer 
behind bars. In addition, the 20,000 
additional police officers that are 
being recruited over the next three 
years will catch more criminals and a 
proportion of offenders will end up 
in prison.

Those who have followed the vari-
ous ups and downs in Dartmoor’s 
fortunes will recall that previously 
we were told that the most dilapidat-
ed prisons would be shut as they 
were more expensive to run and to 
update. Dartmoor, and Pentonville 
and Wormwood Scrubs in London, 
are said to be those at the front of the 
firing line.

The aim was to build more effi-
cient prisons, which we have been 
assured will also be more effective in 
the management of offenders and in 
their rehabilitation – the latter 

requires training and education 
facilities.

A programme of new jails was out-
lined in November 2015  but was 
suspended in 2017 when the number 
of inmates rose.

A review last autumn confirmed 
that the old, expensive-to-run pris-
ons would close.

And now we have another rethink, 
it would appear.

One complication is that, unusual-
ly, the Prison Service does not own 
Dartmoor, which is leased from the 
Duchy of Cornwall. Notice that the 
department did not wish to continue 
with the arrangement was given six 
years ago. The notice period is, we 
have been told, ten years.

Interestingly, it is understood that 
the notice has not been withdrawn. 
Perhaps that is a case of the govern-
ment not getting round to the matter 
yet. Or perhaps there is a belief that 
the Duchy can be strung along – that 
Prince Charles’ estate will have trou-
ble putting the site and buildings to a 
different use.

Or, perhaps, Dartmoor is going to 
close.

This uncertainty is not good for the 
economy of Princetown and the sur-
rounding area. Nor is it good for the 
prison, which requires investment in 
its fabric, as the Independent Moni-
toring Board made clear in its most 
recent report. And more, clearly, it is 
not  good for the inmates – and that 
matters to us all, because if we get 
the treatment of prisoners right, they 
are less likely to re-offend. 

You judge a society by the state of 
its prisons. 

We also judge governments in part 
by the clarity – or lack of it – of their 
announcements.

We want to hear your views
Write: Studio 5-11, Millbay Road, Plymouth PL1  3LF     
Email: wmnletters@westernmorningnews.co.uk

@WMNNews westernmorningnews

Thought for the day
Malachi 3:7 “Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my 
decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the 
LORD Almighty.

On this day
1648: The Treaty of Westphalia was signed, 
ending the Thirty Years’ War.
1857: The first football club, Sheffield FC, 
was formed by a group of Harrow old boys 
meeting in Sheffield.
1924: A letter purporting to be from 
Grigori Zinoviev of the USSR calling for 
socialists to start a revolution was leaked to 
the British press on the eve of a general 
election. The letter, later denounced as a 
forgery, helped give the Tories a huge 
victory.
1931: Al Capone’s gangster career ended 
when he was sentenced to 11 years for tax 
evasion.
1945: The United Nations Charter came 
into force.
1948: Franz Lehar, Hungarian composer of 
operettas including The Merry Widow, died 
in Vienna aged 78.

1964: Northern Rhodesia became the 
Republic of Zambia.
1969: Richard Burton bought his wife, 
Elizabeth Taylor, a 69.42 carat diamond.
1989: US television preacher Jim Bakker 
was given a 45-year jail sentence and fined 
500,000 US dollars for swindling his 
followers of millions of dollars.

Birthdays
Bill Wyman , ex-Rolling 
Stone bassist, 83;  Kevin 
Kline , actor, 71;  Sarah 
Greene , TV presenter, 61; 
 Jonathan Davies , rugby 
commentator, 57; 
 Caprice , model, 48 (pictured);  Dervla 
Kirwan , actress, 48;  Wayne Rooney , 
footballer, 34.

whatever size, is active manage-
ment.  If a woodland that has been 
neglected is brought into manage-
ment, it can quickly deliver fire-
wood or lower-quality material to 
make wood chips or pellets for bio-
mass boilers. By continuing to man-
age that same woodland, you can 
begin to deliver better quality and 
higher value products to create 
those harvested wood products. 
This is the practice of good silvicul-
ture, defined as controlling the 
growth, composition, health, and 
quality of forests and woods to meet 
diverse needs and values.

Better management of forests 
and woodland is not just about 
delivering environmental benefit. 
Management helps to create add-
ed-value supply chains and deliver 

economic benefits in your local 
area – as the wood grows, you can 
remove the trees not growing so 
well through the process of ‘thin-
ning’ to deliver firewood or bio-
mass, then provide logs to industry 
as the stronger trees mature. It’s a 
long-term business, but with the 
climate change agenda focused on 
the benefits of forests and wood, it 
will remain a very safe and sensible 
– as well as clean and green – long-
term investment. 

As part of a recent series of visits 
to farm-based woodlands in north 
Devon on behalf of the DR Compa-
ny, Jez Ralph of Timber Strategies 
has identified some great examples 
of good practice in managing new 
woodlands. Where owners have 
taken care of their small woodlands 

over the first 20 years they are tak-
ing out thinnings for firewood now 
but also pruning trees and ensuring 
they have a good resource of quality 
timber growing.  For many of these 
farmers biodiversity and grant 
income was their first priority but 
that has not impacted on the quali-
ty of their future timber. Those 
farmers with mixed species plant-
ing, have done best.  In north 
Devon alder has done especially 
well as has Douglas fir, both species 
with a multitude of possible mar-
kets, but species selection should 
always be site specific and guided 
by an expert. 

Full results of Jez’s research into 
farm based woodlands will be pub-
lished on The DR Company  
website at  drcompany.co.uk/  
here-for/forestry

So let’s manage our woods based 
on the three S-words and remem-
ber that:Trees sequester(or soak 
up) carbon as they grow; wood 
products store carbon;  using wood 
to  substitute for other, energy-
intensive, high-carbon materials 
delivers huge environmental bene-
fits. As the UK currently imports 
80% of the wood we use to build, 
the pressure is on to deliver more 
home-grown timber and not put 
pressure on valuable global forests. 

So let’s think globally, but plant 
trees and manage woodlands local-
ly to start making a positive differ-
ence  to our global environmental 
future, but also our local environ-
ment and economy. The two can  go 
hand-in-hand if we manage our 
woods properly.

 ■ Caroline Ayre is national man-
ager for Confor, which promotes 
forestry and wood. She is based in 
Devon and a board member of 
The DR Company. 

Tomorrow:  The Brexit social split 
has alarming resonances with 
history, says Todd Gray

Local woodlands, 
global difference
Tree planting and management can help beat climate change, says  Caroline Ayre

The high profile given to the 
climate strike inspired by 
Swedish schoolgirl Greta 

Thunberg and the street protests by 
extinction Rebellion have brought 
the issue of climate change to the 
top of the international news agen-
da.

Making a difference can seem 
very daunting and far away, but 
there is much that we can do locally 
– especially those of us who have 
planted (or intend to plant) trees.

Planting and managing trees has 
been described by experts as “a 
simple, low-cost option” to remove 
carbon from the atmosphere and 
make a significant impact on the 
damaging impacts of climate 
change. 

Yet the real benefit comes from 
building with the wood that is har-
vested from those trees to store car-
bon – and substituting wood for far 
less environmentally friendly mate-
rials like concrete and steel. It’s all 
about soaking up (or sequestering) 
carbon in the growing trees, storing 
it in wood products and substitut-
ing those carbon-rich materials.

A report by Confor – which repre-
sents 1,500 forestry and wood-using 
businesses across the UK – looked 
at the carbon benefit over 100 years 
of one of the UK’s largest forests, 
eskdalemuir in southern Scotland. 

Of the estimated 14.6 million 
tonnes of carbon benefit, 4.8m 
tonnes were stored in the forest, 
3.3m in harvested wood products 
(like timber frames for housing, 
fencing, decking, furniture or pal-
lets) but substitution of mineral 
materials was by far the highest 
benefit, at well over 6 million 
tonnes.

The key to delivering carbon ben-
efits in any forest or woodland, of 

 >Planting more trees 
could cut UK reliance on 
imported timber

WMN


